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	Fallen Star

**Fallen Star**

Plot: _Nathan and Haley are shaken up when the doctor gives them some devastating news about their four-year-old son Jamie. It feels like the end is near. What happens to their little circle of friends and family when they find out this news, and how does it affect everyone's lives as they change forever…_

-At Naley's house-

Haley quickly grabbed her keys and bag as she rushed out the door, already running late for work. She yelled behind her, calling out to her four-year-old son Jamie.

"Jamie, sweetie hurry up. Mama's gotta go to work", she yelled.

"Coming mama", Jamie replied as he held onto his backpack, which was as big as he was.

Haley strapped him in the car seat and drove off to school. On the way to school Haley's phone started to ring.

"Hello", she answered

"Hi, is this Haley James Scott? Mother of James Lucas Scott?", replied the unknown lady.

"Yes, this is she. Who is this?", Haley asked curiously.

"This is Carol, Carol Sullivan calling from Dr Fosters office, Mrs Scott, this is just a quick reminder about your son's monthly check-up doctors appointment. It shows on our records you missed the last 3 month's worth of check-ups"

"Oh God, I know. We've just been super crazy busy. But I'm free this weekend. I can bring Jamie in. If that's okay?"

"Saturday 15th at 2:00pm sound fine?"

"Perfect, thank you"

"Thank you, bye. See you Saturday", Carol said as she hung up.

As the phone call ended, Haley quickly dialled the phone to Nathan.

"Hey, hales. You okay", Nathan answered

"Hey, listen to the doctor's office just called about Jamie. He's got an appointment for this Saturday. You're free right?", she said

"Uh, this Saturday? No Hales, I got the coaching session with the bobcats remember? I'm gonna be gone all weekend. But erm, is everything okay?", Nathan replied worriedly

"Yeah, it's fine. Just a check-up. We missed the last 3. Starting to look like bad parents. Alright, have fun babe. Love you" she said waiting for his reply

"Love you too", he responded as she hung up.

-Saturday, at the doctor's office. Jamie and Haley sit in the waiting room-

Jamie sat in his mother's lap, leaning on her chest. He wasn't his usual bright cherry-self. Haley gently put her hand on his head.

"Baby, are you ok? You've been awfully quiet ever since we got here", she asked as she stroked his hair.

"I'm fine mama. I just feel kind of scared", he replied looking into his mother's eyes.

Haley kissed his head and put her hands on his rosy cheeks. She broke out into a big confident smile trying to reassure her son that everything was going to be okay. After seeing Haley's smile, Jamie's nerves died down, his mum always knew how to make him feel better. No matter how bad it was. She was his saving grace almost. He let out a smile and embraced her tightly for a hug.

"I love you, mama", he said as he hugged her.

"I love you too Jimmy Jam".

The nurse came outside the doctor's office, scanning the room trying to match the name to a face. She lowered her glasses as she held onto the patient board tightly.

"James Lucas Scott", she called.

Haley and Jamie looked up as they walked over towards her. She smiled as she leads them into the doctors office. Dr Peter Foster, he was their doctor ever since Jamie was born. Jamie was no stranger to Dr Foster's office, but this time, he just felt a little uneasy.

"So, Jamie. How is my favourite man doing today huh?", he asked with a beaming smile

"Fine", Jamie replied smiling back

"Good to hear it, buddy. Alright, we're just gonna run a few routine tests, mum. Is that okay?" he asked as he looked over in Haley's direction.

"Yes, of course. Using my son as a guinea pig are we now Doc?", Haley joked.

"That's the plan", he replied smiling.

After the tests were complete, he gave Jamie a gold star sticker with a huge smiling star.

"I love it, thanks, Dr. Foster", Jamie said as he hugged him

"You're welcome Jamie. Haley, the tests results should be with us within less than a week. So I suggest you book another follow-up appointment a week from now. So we can discuss the results", he said sternly

"That's fine. I'll do that. Thank you" she said as they left the doctor's office.

-A week later, Jamie and Haley are back at the doctor's office. Waiting to be called in. Nathan was at basketball practise which had run late-

Doris, the nurse appeared from inside the doctor's office again scanning the room. This time, she knew the face to the name. It was different this time round because she knew it wasn't just a check-up. It was the results. Results day…She slowly took a deep breath and called Jamie's name and lead them into Dr Fosters office.

Dr Foster sat there in disbelief, not understanding how these results could possibly belong to such a tiny person. This small kid. He kept scratching his head as he prayed for some kind of miracle. He put on a brave face as Haley and Jamie walked in.

"Hey! There's my favourite little person", he said giving Jamie a high-five

"Hi doc", Jamie replied

He wanted to beat around the bush as much as possible before he broke the devastating news. Except he knew Haley was anxious, after all, this was her baby boy they were talking about.

"So we got the results, of Jamie's recent tests", he paused. He put on a brave front, before proceeding.

"There was some questionable areas in the results. So that's why earlier on in the week we asked you go for a retest", he frowned as he saw the facial expressions on Haley's face change.

"Okay, but what does that mean?" she asked worriedly

"Haley, there is no easy way for me to put this. But."

The room was filled with pin-drop silence, as Dr Foster proceeded.

"The results showed, that Jamie has cancer". He stopped, he didn't even bother making eye-contact. He couldn't possibly see those reactions.

Haley was stunned, not a word escaped from her lips. She took slow deep breaths before shaking her head in disbelief.

"What? What- w-what do you mean he has cancer?", she said as her voice grew shaky.

"He has what is known as leukaemia. It's a malignant progressive disease in which the bone marrow and other blood-forming organs which produce increased numbers of immature or abnormal leukocytes. These suppress the production of normal blood cells, leading to anaemia and other symptoms." He continued

"Jamie has Childhood acute myeloid leukaemia (AML) it's a cancer of the blood and bone marrow. AML is also called acute myelogenous leukaemia, acute myeloblastic leukaemia, acute granulocytic leukaemia, and acute nonlymphocytic leukaemia. Cancers that are acute usually get worse quickly if they are not treated. That's why we should start treatment effective immediately" he urged.

These were all just words getting jammed up in Haley's head. None of this made sense to her. She just heard the word cancer and that was it. Her eye's welled up as she felt a lump in her throat, not being able to speak. She looked over at Jamie who just sat there, completely ignorant to what had just happened. She put her hand over his head and gently ran her fingers through his hair. She didn't know what was coming next, but she was scared. She loved her baby boy more than anything else in the world. She couldn't lose him…

Not much time had passed, before Nathan walked into the doctors office.

"Sorry I'm late, I had a practise which overran," he said as he looked at everyone's sad facial expressions.

Jamie lit up as her saw his dad. He jumped into his arms as Nathan lifted him from the ground.

"Aaah I missed you, buddy," Nathan said as he hugged him

"I missed you too daddy". He said as he planted a kiss on Nathan's cheek.

"So, erm is everything okay Jimmy Jam?", Nathan asked hesitatingly.

"Daddy, the doctor said I have cancer", he said ignorantly. Not understanding the weight of the words he just said.

Nathan's facial expressions changed to match that of those in the room. He shook his head.

"What? Haley? Doc. What's he saying?", Nathan asked frantically.

"Yes, Nathan. It's true. Jamie has been diagnosed with Leukaemia. Cancer of the blood. But the good news is we caught it early, and we should start treatment immediately". He responded.

Nathan felt as though he had been struck by lightning a billion times. He felt his knees almost buckle as he put Jamie down before he took the seat next to Haley. He never usually cried, but this time, he felt tears creep up behind his eyes as they were screaming to be let out. He felt his hands shake, as his breathing became slow. He was grief-stricken.

"Why is everyone so sad? What's the matter?", asked Jamie

"What's cancer, I don't feel sick?" he asked as he stood between his parents looking them directly in the eyes.

**To be continued…**


End file.
